
Heart Failure (pre-transplant, pre-LVAD) GI screening 

 

 

 

 Asymptomatic patients aged <50 without family history of colorectal polyps or cancer do not 

need screening 

  (+) Family history = first degree family member with polyps or cancer diagnosed before age 60 

 FOBT is not indicated for screening in this population, and should not be used 

 

Average risk 

(age > 50, no family hx, no 
symptoms, no signs of GE 
bleeding, iron deficiency 

anemia) 

CT colonography 

No screening needed if 
patient has documented 
complete colonoscopy of 

adequate quality within the 
last 5 years 

Increased risk 

(+family hx, symptoms, iron 
deficiency anemia, occult blood 

positivity) 

Colonoscopy  

Upper endoscopy 

- if anemic and no source 
found at colon 

- chronic GERD symptoms 

No evaluation needed if 
patient has documented 
endoscopic evaluation of 

adequate quality within the 
last year unless 

symptoms/signs are acute 


